
The Haviland Collectors International Foundation 
(HCIF) was created in 1989 by a small group of 
china collectors and matchers who shared a passion 
for Haviland china. Today, HCIF includes members 
whose interests are as broad as the variety of styles 

produced by the 
Haviland firms. 

Some concentrate 
their efforts on 
19th-century 
pottery or on 
the designs of 

Édouard-
Marcel Sandoz 
or Suzanne 
Lalique. 
Others focus 

on completing 
family heirloom sets 
or on pieces produced 
by the famous French 
designers of the Paris 

Auteuil studio. From 
thimbles to punch 

cups to vases and 
lamps, the areas 
of specialty are 
endless.

The story of Haviland china is as much about 
remarkable American entrepreneurs as it is about 
some of the world’s finest porcelain. New York 
retailer David Haviland recognized the beauty 
and unique translucent quality of French china. 
Such porcelain objects, especially those crafted 
in Limoges, were rare in the United States, 
and Haviland arranged to import and sell it 
domestically. However, the stylistically French 
china did not suit American tastes. In 1842, David 
established a Limoges workshop that designed 
for the American market, and in 1853 opened a 
factory in Limoges. David’s son Charles Edward 
took over management in Limoges, and his other 
son Théodore directed marketing in America.
Haviland was at the forefront of the newest ceramic 
technology and decorating techniques and styles. 
In 1892, Théodore opened his own factory in 
Limoges, and both companies competed in the 
international markets. In 1931, the Haviland 
company begun by David was forced to close 
its doors. The Théodore Haviland Company 
continued production, both in France and in 
the U.S., until 1956. Since then, under several 
different owners, the Haviland name continues 
to be associated with the production of the finest 
porcelain in Limoges. 
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Many publications are available for purchase through 
the HCIF website. Please visit www.hcif.org for the 
complete listing. 

Celebrating 150 Years of Haviland China, 1842-1992 
The Basic Book on Haviland  
Text – W.J. Tomasini, Photos – Art Wendt 

The Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum of 
Milwaukee hosted the first American museum 
exhibition of Haviland porcelain in 1992. The 
catalogue preserves this important exhibition and 
provides a wealth of information for the collector, 
dealer or historian of Haviland china. The best book 
from HCIF with which to begin. 

Dining With Flowers:  
Haviland Porcelain From 1860 to 1910  
Text – R.A. Rorex, Photos – Steve Tatum 

The University of Iowa Museum of Art in Iowa 
City, Iowa, hosted an exhibition of Haviland in 
the summer of 2000. The catalogue is an historical 
survey of floral designs created by the Haviland 
companies from the Civil War until just before the 
outbreak of World War I.

I would like to become an HCIF member, which entitles 
me to one voting right, the HCIF Annual, access to 
online membership benefits including the annual HCIF 
membership directory, at the level selected below: 
 □ Basic Membership  $  50.00
 □ Patron Membership  $  100.00
 □ Benefactor Membership  $  250.00

Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

Email _______________________________________

PayPal payments accepted through HCIF website, or 
mail checks to:  HCIF 

P.O. Box 5163 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

Publications 
□  Celebrating 150 Years of Haviland China,  

1842-1992, $19.95 each 
Qty_______  Total ________

□  Dining With Flowers: Haviland Porcelain From 1860 
to 1910, $15.00 each 
Qty_______  Total ________

□ Please send a list of all publications available.

Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

S & H: 1 item - $4.70, 2 items - $5.70, 3 or more - $6.70 
PayPal payments accepted through HCIF website, or 
mail checks to:  HCIEF 

P. O. Box 5163 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

HAVILAND’S LEGACY IN PRINT 
An extensive archive of print materials about 
Haviland china is held in the Special Collections 
section of the University of Iowa Library in Iowa 
City, Iowa. The archive contains books about 
porcelain, vintage Haviland company catalogues, 
magazine advertisements – many over 100 years  
old – and catalogs from Haviland china and  
crystal retailers. 

CONTINUING RESEARCH 
HCIF is committed to furthering the study and 
understanding of Haviland’s history, designs and 
philosophy. Members are invited to apply for HCIF 
research grants to pursue new information about 
Haviland and expand the organization’s existing 
archives and knowledge base. Research topics can be 
diverse – ranging from the scholarly to specialized 
member interests. 

HCIF WEBSITE 
The HCIF website is a valuable resource for 
information on membership benefits, publications, 
Haviland history, backmarks 
and events, including 
our annual conferences. 
Members have access 
to historical documents 
including catalogs, articles, postcards 
and photos. The membership directory, 
the minutes of the meetings of the 
Board of Directors, and all past issues 
of our Newsletters, Quarterlies and 
Annuals are also available to members 
only. You can find us at www.hcif.org.

HCIF members are a diverse group of enthusiasts 
with a common interest in the unique beauty and 
features of fine Haviland porcelain and pottery. The 
most valuable benefits of belonging to HCIF are the 
interpersonal connections that we make. Knowledge 
and passion for Haviland china are exchanged 
through publications, events and meetings that 
collectors and enthusiasts will find inviting and 
invaluable. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Informative presentations by renowned keynote 
speakers and by our own members attract a large 
percentage of HCIF’s membership to our annual 
conferences. Attendees are guaranteed eye-popping 
displays of Haviland in the featured exhibitions, the 
Show & Tell, the Benefit Auction and the Sunday 
Show & Sale. Conference venues and cities change 
annually. Regional gatherings are often held in areas 
where membership concentration is high, providing 
opportunities for networking, research and trade. 
HCIF periodically holds Zoom meetings to keep 
our members connected throughout the year. The 
Zoom programs include attendee introductions, 
presentations, Show & Tell and the opportunity for 
open group conversation. 

ANNUAL PUBLICATION 
From detailed and scholarly articles about Haviland 
history and craftsmanship and photo essays on 
Haviland patterns, artists and retailers, the Haviland 
Annual is a valued benefit of membership. Issues 
may contain recipes, tablescapes, suggestions for 
displaying your Haviland, rare and unusual  
Haviland pieces and services and extensive  
coverage of our annual conference. 
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For additional information on 
HCIF membership, publications 
and events please visit  

www.hcif.org


